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have taken leave to go 9 little out) gf the way, co make ; 
ela Obſervation; becauſe, generally ſpeaking, People fan- 


thar gives them a Latitude ob being of what Sect they 
without Puniſhment; when God knows, as I have 1 
you, the Matter is quite otherwiſe; and nothing more 2 
done by that Law; but taking down the F ence, which the 
Wiſdom, and Piery of former Laws had placed about the 
Though ] muſt confeſa, we ſee every Day, Men de- 
leg by falle Conſequences from it, out of the Boſom of the: - 
moſt Pure and Orthodox Church in the Chriſtian World, by 
People, „who go no longer; only from Houſe to Houſe, lead-. 95 
ing Captive; (ily Women, but publickly Proclaim they have 


their Begeb, Efubliſsd by -a Law, and theraſelves upan'a, © 


„Level that way wit the National Church. 
But to return to he melancholy View of the miſerable and 
aig Condition of Religion amongſt u-. 
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National Church from: the Regaine, which/farmer, Laws, © © J 


who: Fouls: Schiſmatically Separate „ — ves from, and. - 
e 


13 


Wd "26d Gifinel; 2 the Confideration how far the in- | | 
ſection is ſpread, and the Body of the Nation e either 
Be”. with Libertine Principles, or the Guilt of tbem. 
Por as there is Miſprifion of Treaſon againſt a"Soverc SY | 
on Gere Men are not Priuciple Actors; and Treachery and 
10 Cowartice i in Subjects, who deſert the Defence of the en. 
out, and juſt Rights of the Crown, when they are either 
- underthin'd, or attack'd publickly by its Enemies, Hi bly | 
Puniſhable in all thoſe, who ſhrink from their Duty, i 1 
| trying Inſtaaces of their Fidelity, Loyalty, and. Courage, 
| and much more ſo in thoſe, who are more obliged to Watch. 
falneſs, and Leal by their High Stations, and Commiſſions, 
hereby part of the Sovereign Power! is re ws) 
10 preferve, and defend the whole: | 
1 So without doubt, the Body of a Church, or Notion.” * 
 - where the Sovereign Majeſty of Heaven, the very Being of 
N che Almighty, His Revealed and Publiſh'd Will and Laws : 
His Charters of Grace and Mercy, Pardon, and Salvation, 
” feal'dro us with the moſt precious Blood of his dearly Belo- 
ved Son, are publickly, and daily attack'd, affronted, and 
inſultingſy trampled upon, every Chriſtian, fromthe bigheſt . 
a to the loweſt; from the King on the Throne, to the Be gar 
don tbe Dunghil; from the Biſhop, to the moſt inferior Officer 
in the Church, contracts a Guilt, by bearing, by enduring, _ 
= of ſuffering the Practice, without attempting all in their Pow- - 
ers in their ſeveral” Stations, to repel, diſcourage, ſuppreſs, 
aud ſeverely puniſh ſuch Blaſphemous Antichriſtian Actions, 
ſuch Treaſonable Poſitions, i Declazations againſt the r 
=— - King of Heaven and Earth: + L 
5 For certainly, the Evil that we FR not, according to our 
| utmoſt Abilities, reſiſt and fene Ve are in a great Mea- 
ſure guilty of our ſeives. 
No pleading Prudentials will avail us at the Day of Judgs. 4 
ment; hen God comes to call us to an Account for this 
| trayrerous Behaviour in his Cauſe; no Dread of great Men, 
4 or their Parties; no Fear of leſſening our Worldly re 
ot ſpoiling our Preferment ; no Shame of being fin ngular, or 
F -reckon'd Preciſe, can be pleade in Abatement, or Extenua- -} 


tion of ſuch Coward| Apoſtate Omiſſions of our known Duty. 
Remember the Aſſurance we have from our Bleſſed Saviour, 


I 4 who co ſuch W will be a terrible Judge, that n 
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_ Chara GW 
ry of the unthinking Populace ? Who won't be, or at leaſt © 
| ſeldom are, at the ule conſider, that they are nor the in. 1 
cConſiderable Perſons, but the High Offices of ſuch Men, 


Rant * "= 4 2 * r * Y LEY WOE 1 o * * eil R ” 6 * * —* a 2 —_ * A n - * = 
5 mY K * es 8 5 by bY 5 * * N . <Y A 4 2 " * 7 * W 3 IF 7 * * P RR 4 2 Fi 22 9 9 
Fo 4» - + 3 3 z „ . * 7 #3 Po 6 " ” PR = 0 a 2 "x g 
= % Ar f IP ay; 3” ' oF * 1 bk It - * * 
ST Bo... Foes a F# n * 3 r +a; Lb =, - PEN 2 LISTEN i bY wx A, Sort OY " 
1 4 20 bin : a 2. by 5 3 
. \ . * * y 5 * a 4 
2 1 o £ $ 


* . 


fore bis Father, which is br Heaven ; And that only the , 

Names who were left in this dying Church of Sard#, who had | 

not defifd their Garments, ſhould walt with him in white, and © 

that, becauſe they were worthy ;\ and obſer ve that the Spirit 
ſubjoins a Poſicion, or Inſtruction for all Churches, Which 
ſhall be in the ſame Circumſtances; Thar he, who overcomesſ wWh¹Cc - 

- implies ſtruggle, and conteſt in God's Cauſe) the ſame ſhall be 

: clothed in White Raiment, and have hu Name, not blotted out of | 


the Book of Life, but confeſs d by our Bleſſed Saviour before his Fa- 


"ther, and his Angels; which plainly implies, that thoſe who 


are not watchful ; Wͤho do not endeavour to trengthen the 


Things which remain, and are ready to die; who do not ſtrive, 

and ſtruggle heartily, honeſtly, and bravely in their ſeveral 

Stations againſt the encroaching Powers of Darknefs, /bal have 
their Names blotted out of the Book, of Life, and be diſown'd at 


the laſt Day by the Holy Feſus, before his Father and hx Angeli. 


A weighty and tremendous Conſideration! But alas! Who 


conſiders and lays theſe things to Heart! How many of our 


Angeli, and Watchmen, who are particularly. ſet apart, and g 


commiſſiond by God and the Conſtitution, to watch and 


ward againſt ſuch Practices, are aſleep ? How many Shep- 9 
| herds are drowſie and indifferent? How many Perſon . 
are empowerd and commanded 20 cry aloud, and ſpare not; o 


„ who 


lift "up their Voices like Trumpets, to ſnhem the People their Tranſe 
Lreſſions, and the Houſe of Jacob their Sins, are ſtruck dumb by 


2 Fit of Worldly Intereſt, ſeiz d with Cowardice and Shiver- 


ing, got faſhionable Agues. by ſome Dampe, which have fal. 
tone late, and for want of 'a Sunny Baile to bask on? bi 


And on the other Hand, how are thoſe, who have Senſe 


enough of their Duty, bravely and any to give the 
Alarm, to ſet themſelves couragiouſly againſt ſuch Men, and 


ſuch Practices, in the midſt of an evil and adulterous Genera. 
tion, who ſet not their Hearts aright, and whoſe Spirits are bern 
far from cleaving ſtedfaſtly ro God: How, I _— are theſe Men - 


reproach d, revird, and inſulted, not only by the vile Scri- 
blers and Pamphleteers againſt God, his Church, and his 
Prieſts; but diſcountenanꝰ d, and Brow- beaten by Men of 
Figure (not to ſay more) branded with odious Names and 
Kers, dreſs d up like Mad-men, and expos d to the Fu- 


which are expos d, and ſtruck at by them; not the Man, 


dut the Function; not the frail Earthen Veſſel, but the'Hea. 


% 


\ 


— 


| 


3K | In his Jaſt Wrath he may give us up to a 
"i 


part of our Miſery, and Puniſhment as it was of theirs, rhat 1 
de ſhell not know the Hour in which be will come upon iũ. 
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eat 


Load by withdraw 


- to bleſ 


Life, 


that ine Church is in no Danger, under Her Majeſties Admi- 
Naiſtration, that therefore we are fafe and ſecure in our Impie- 
ties, and Abominations, againſt the Avenging Hand of Hea- 
ven; ſuch. Thoughts are too Fooliſh to enter into the Heart 
of any Thinking Perfon. "Theſe great Favours may be the 


luaſt Efforts, and Overtures of Mercy to us, and if we go on 


do abuſe them, God can in an Inſtant viſit us with as great 


Judgments ; for as we have found his Arm not ſo ſhortned, | 


chat he could not Save; ſo we may be ſure his Hand is not 


ſo weakened, that he cannot Puniſh: And there is the more 


i 2 reaſon to fear, ſince neixher the 1 t of | the Rod, which be N 
hook over us for a While; nor the many Bleſſings, and Fa- 


vours he has from time to time ſhowred down upon us; nor 


|. _ the miraculous Interpoſitions of his Providence, which he has n 
WW: - ſhewed in our Reſcue, and Preſervation, have prevailed upon 


us, to make him ſuitable returns ot apy fray Service, That 


.. Hardneſs of Heart, as he did Pharaoh; whom for this very 
purpoſe he raiſed up, that he may after ſhew his Power and 


| |. 5 Juſtice in his Deſtruction, Come upon us as a Thief in the Night, 


as He threatned the Church of Sards ; and it may be a great 


And let 1s not yainly imagine, and falſly Judge from-the 


_ Crowdsof N our Churches, on the more Solemn Days 
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re of Security ana 


God knows we have few enough at other . Y. 
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x that there ha 18 mighty BY Na 


5 with Dirt to throw at us and our 


in the Church, to puniſb Wickedneſs and Vice, and to maintain God's ers vn 
Religion and Vertue, againſt all Corrupters and Oppoſers. 1 
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City, and Suburbs cat contain the Twen 
ted Part i. Pert a de the Inhabitants; chat a great FO of thoſe; who > 
do help to fill them, are Men very, Indifferent to all Religi- 
on, at the beſt of Lan L ; Who come jor / 
Faſhion-fake, and out of civil Deference to che Religion of 
the Country, withour having any Concern for, 8 e 1 4 
Fo Erie in their Hearts ; others to 'Qualif y themlelyes © K. I 

dl Oe ef T AN, ww, her amongſt thoſe, who are to 

ſhare. ay nd | rofit in the Stat ; and Lal _ 7 
ly, a 188 many to W and Spy, and lie upon the 
catch IN: or Tadiſererions 91 "the Preacher, or to. ' 
make them him, with Reſolutions Maliciouſly | to turn. 
7 aud report, every thing to the Diſſervice of our Ho- 
eligion, and to furniſh the hired 7 70 7 of the Par. 
Jas Byte Mon, as ſooun 3 
235 we come out of the pulpit and Church, (Wretches of this 
fort are to be met with cvery Day) who bear the Port, and - +3 
make the Appearance of Gentlemen; ay) pretend to be of our Church = 3 


and Communion; a to fer up for Men of ſingular Thought, or 


uncommon Under „ (for common Holineſs they don't by = : 
lay out themſelves d t eir little Talents to this low, vile, and vitlanous 


Purpoſe; an Employment, (for ſuch I fear it is) below a Man of any 2 2 | 


Honour, or Honeſty, not to fay Chriſtianity, and which ſhould be lest 
like other ſcandalous Offices for the Refuſe of Goals, and Scapes from Gal. 
lows: I fay, if theſe ſeveral ſorts of People be Subſtracted from our Ca 1 
Sregations, what a ſmall Number ſhall we have left z2ralows for the Lord... WR” 
to ſtand in the Gap againſt the Judgments, which the Practices of the res - vl 
lowdly call tor frani Heaven ? 3", - 
To canclude, we for our parts can do no more than lay desde you Re 


q ly and honeltly, the Sin and danger, and beg you ſeriouſly to lay them to 


Heart, and in your ſeveral Stations, 20 be watchful, and ſtrengthen the 3 
things which emain, aud. are ready to die; to remember \wbat you baue 4 
recei ued, and heard, and ro Us mo repent : and then our ng — 
will not be aur ruin. f 

And as to the Clerg , vbo a8 they are moſt concern'd and oblig d as. =. 
preſerve the Purity of hriſtianity, amongſt the Flocke committed to their 
Charge, and to ſet themſelves boldly againſt every evil way, I muſt con- 
feſs I am at a loſe, to account for the little or no notice taken of theſe. Pra- 
.Qices, by thoſe of them, who are obllged by their Order, and high Stations 


Sure there is at leaſt ſo much Power ſeſt in their Hands as to enable TO 
te declare t ſuch tenets, and pron, and to Seng the AG ad 
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A Aors of them with Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures ; and to warn the Flocks 0 

: the Sinand Danger of Converſing with them, and the civil-power of put- 
N | ting them into places of Dignity and Truſt; and no doubt, 1 ntereſt enough 
F105 = in the Civil Adminiſtration to engage that by humble, yet affectionate and 


— bh 


zealous Remonftrances, to interpoſe the Arm of the Magiſtrare, to req: 
ſcue, and preſerve the Doctrines and Orders, and Ordinances of our Holy 
i Religion, from the viſible, and Notorious Attempts of ſuch Men, to undei- 
NO ie and deſtroy herr. | fe ot 
| l am ſure the Spiritual Authority, might have been exerciꝰ da -ainft ſuch 
Men and ſuch Practices, evep in a ſtate of Perſecution, And not ing but? 
want. of zeal; or an immoderate Fear to offend of diſpleaſe great Mer; 
who may be thought the Fautors, and Abettors of ſuch Doctrines and Pr: 
ctices, can eaſily be imagin'd the Reaſon why Her Majeſty, the Parliament 
the Judg:s, the Magiſtrates of the Land, are not Zzealoũſſy apply'd to ei- 
tbther by the Body of the Clergy in Convocation, or the Great Men in the 
; Church, who have her Majeſties Ear, to put a full, ſpeedy, and effectual 

1 F 5 top to ſuch thriving, flagrant and fatal Miſchiefs. l OTE 
3g This Reaſon will not, be ſure, be ond by any, of us, much leſs wil! 

it be own'd, that ſo long as we can keep our Dignitics and Revenues, we 

are to wait for a more ſeaſonable Opportunity ro Oppoſe the Enemies of 

Chriſtianity, and recover it from thoſe Diſorders which are ready to ſeizè 

its very Vitals. ( Tho? perhaps, this may be ſome Folks Conſideration.) 

| But a conſcientious Clergyman will rather truſt to the Providence of 

>: - God for his Rread, be an honeſt Door-keeper in the Houſe of the Lord, than 

| _ © ſneakiagly, treacherouſly, and complyingly, dwell in State, amidſt the 

| | Tents of Ungodlineſt: God is able to defend, and any his Church; 

drt it is every good Chriſtian's Duty, to come to the help of the Lord a- 
" \ Fgainſt the Mighty; or, with the Inhabitants of Meroz, we (hall be curſed 


5 bitterly. Let us then diſcharge our Duty, and good Conſciences in our ſe- 
5 veral Stations, and leave the Event to Almighty God, reſting aſſur d, that 
5 whatever it be in this World, as to our temporal Concerns and momentary 


Iatereſts, we ſhall have the Comfort in the next, of having been found 

faithful in our Generation; and though Heawvineſs may endure for a 

Night, Joy will come in the Morning; the Tempeſt will blow over, or we 
ſhall get through it, and ſhine like Stars in the Firmament with our God 

in Glory. To conclude all; fince our heartieſt Endeavours, without the 
Divine Grace and Aſſiſtance, will be vain and ineffectual: Let us, Clergy 

, and Laity unanimouſly join in Prayer to Almighty God for the Preſerva- 

| tion of his Church; in her Collect for the 16th Sunday after Trinity. 

4 O Lord, we beſeech thee, let thy continual pity cleanſe and defend thy * 

Þ ' Church; ana becauſe it cannot continue in Safety without thy Succour, pre- 

ſtroe it ęvelmore by thy Help and Geoaneſs, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 

ij 1 5 To whom with Thee and the Holy Spirit, three Perſons and one God, be 

A ſcerib'd, as is moſt due, all Honour, Praiſe, Might, Majeſly and Dominjen, 

Fj thus time forth and for evermore, Amen. © 
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